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Good afternoon Senator Davis, Representative Shaw and members of the Inland Fisheries 

and Wildlife Committee. My name is Michael Brown, Fisheries Division Director at the 

Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife, speaking on behalf of the Department, in 

support of L.D. 1410. 

 

The Department is proposing to make several amendments to current fisheries laws 

which we believe will clarify rules for harvesting American eel, define fish species names 

for management purposes, remove three fish species from the list of legal baitfish and 

establish reporting requirements for all species of fish commercially harvested in Maine’s 

inland waters.  

 

American Eel   

Recent changes enacted by the Atlantic State Marine Fisheries Commission require the 

State of Maine to change the definitions of an eel and elver.  The maximum length which 

will define an elver is proposed to change from six inches to nine inches and the 

minimum length which will define an eel is proposed to be nine inches or greater.  

 

This bill also seeks to repeal language related to American eel permits provided to fur 

trappers to catch eels to bait traps. Trappers will still obtain a permit through the 

Department but they will now be allowed an unlimited number of eels for personal use or 

resale.  

 

 



Definition Changes   

The Department proposes to distinguish between two species of lamprey eel in the State 

of Maine. The brook lamprey and sea lamprey are currently grouped under the common 

name lamprey eel.  This proposal will differentiate between the two species. In Maine, 

the sea lamprey is fished for commercially and most commonly associated with the name 

lamprey.  

 

In addition, the following changes are proposed for inland fish species.  The Department 

proposes to combine longnose sucker and white sucker under the term sucker for 

commercial harvest and permitting purposes. Both species are harvested as part of the 

commercial sucker fishery and there are no population concerns with allowing 

commercial harvest for either the longnose sucker or white sucker.   

 

There are three proposed changes to the list of legal baitfish. These include removing 

creek chubsucker, longnose dace and bridle shiner. These three species are either not 

known to occur in the state, are extremely rare, or not commonly used as a baitfish in 

Maine based on our annual baitfish survey. 

 

Reporting   

The Department has also proposed to establish reporting requirements for fishermen 

engaged in the commercial harvest of American eel, sucker, lamprey eel and yellow 

perch. This bill seeks to create reporting consistencies for all commercial fisheries in 

inland waters while adding a confidentiality clause for these commercial license holders.  

 

The Department would also like to make you aware that we are proposing an amendment 

to the bill for your consideration which we would like to provide today.  

 

I would be glad to answer any questions at this time or during the work session. 


